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MYTHOLOGY 


YAYATI 


King Yayati had stopped only to quench his thirst, but the forest well 
presented him with a beautiful bride! All he had to do now was treat her 
well, but womanly wiles worked their spell to destroy his happiness. It 
took a thousand years of indulgence to make him see the path to true 
contentment - and he realised that it did not lie in worldly pleasures. 
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DEVAYANt WAS THE ONLY DAUGHTER OF SHUKRACHARYA, THE PRECEPTOR OF VRJSHA- 

PARVA,K/NG OF THE ASURAS. UNFORTUNATELY SHE WAS A SPOILT, WILFUL GIRL AS HER 
FATHER DOTED ON HER, INDULGING HER EVERY WH/NI AND FANC Y. 


ONE MORNING , SHARMISHTHA, THE ASURA 
PRINCESS, CALLED ON SHUKRACHARYA. 



f HOLY ONE, WE ARE GOING TO THE 
GARDEN OF THE GANDHARVAS* IN THE 
FOREST, TO SWIM IN THE LAKE THERE 


. 


"W/ * 


*CELESTIAL MU6ICIANS,A class OF'DEMI-cods 



nmuomnn mu UEvAYANI LEFT THl 
ASHRAM WITH THEIR FRIENDS. 


DO SO BY 
ALL MEANS 
BUT TAKE 
GOOD CARE 
OF HE 


I CERTAINLY WILL,HOLY 
ONE!I KNOW HOW 
MUCH YOU LOVE HER. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AS THE GIRLS APPROACHED THE LAKE, THE 
GARDEN RESOUNDED WITH THEIR GABBLE AND 


THEY LEFT THEIR CLOTHES IN 
SEPARATE HEAPS ON THE BANK 
AND PLUNGED INTO THE LAKE 


SUDDENLY, A STORM BROKE OUT AND SOON THE CLOTHES WERE ALL JUMBLED UP. j 




WHEN THEY CAME OUT OF THE LAKE , THE G 
SORTED OUT THEIR CLOTHES AND DRESSED 
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YAYATI 



AS THEY WERE ABOUT TO 
SET OUT HOMEWARDS — 


HEY! THAT’S MY 
UPPER GARMENT 
HOW DARE 
SHARMISHTHA 
T\ TAKE IT! / 


---- - -1 


AND WORKING HERSELF UP INTO 
A FRENZY, DEVAYAN! FLEW AT 




HOW UNREASONABLE 
CAN DEVAYANI GET! 
CAN’T SHE REALISE 
THAT IT WA5 DONE 
\. BY MISTAKE ? ^ 


SHARMISHTHA WAS STUNNED 
BY THE HARSH WORDS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ALL RIGHT, I’LL ANSWER YOU. 
HOW COULD I BE A THIEF 
WHEN I’VE ONLY TAKEN 
WHAT IS MINE? 



YES.YOU HAVE NOTHING 
TO CALL YOUR OWN. 
YOUR FATHER GIVES 
YOU WHAT HE 
RECEIVES FROM 
MY FATHER AS ALMS, 

O DAUGHTER OF A 
BEGGAR. 



HOW DARE YOU CALL 
MY FATHER,THE 

GREAT SHUKRACHARYA, 

BEGGAR I 



1 


HE IS ONE ! HE SINGS 
THE PRAISES OF MY 
FATHER,BEGS AND 
GETS ALMS WHICH 
HE PASSES ON TO 
> YOU AS GIFTS. ^ 




■A 

*5 
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YAYATI 


5HARMISHTHA BEGAN TO WALK AWAY 
— ;— . \\/__\ 


GIVE ME BACK 
MY CLOTHES, 
YOU THIEF! . 




▼ - 1 









DEVAYANt RAN AFTER HER AND 
PULLED HER ROBE . 


I WON’T ALLOW YOU 
TO GET AWAY WITH 
YOUR LOOT. 


I 5HARM15HTHA GAVE HER A PUSH ... 




AND WALKED AWAY WITHOUT LOOKING BACK 


HELP! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


[ JUST THEN, KING YBYBT/ WHO HAD BEEN 
OUT HUNTING PASSED BY. 


HE RODE UP TO THE WELL AND 
LOOKED INTO IT. SUDDENLY— 




> ^ _ 

■ 
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YAYATI 



YBY ATl HELPED HER OUT. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MEANWHILE, AT THE ASHRAM 

'*^WHY HASN’T DEVAYANI 







WE NEXT MOMENT— | 


j CHILD, 
WHERE 
ARE THE 
OTHERS? 
WHY ARE 
YOU 

WEEPING? 



DEVAYANI TOLD HER FATHER. WHAT 
HAD HAPPENED. THEN —_ 

HER CRUETS 
WORDS HURT 
ME MORE THAN 
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YAYATI 




YOU ARE THE DAUGHTER 
OF ONE WHO PRAISES 
NONE BUT IS PRAISED BY 
ALL. COME HOME, 
DEVAYANI. 








ONE WHO OVERCOMES 
ANGER EVEN THOUGH 
THERE MAY BE CAUSE 
FOR IT, WILL EARN 
MERIT, NAY, SALVATION. 
COME HOME. 


'"A 


r NO, FATHER. LET 
US GO AWAY. THE WISE 
5H0ULD NOT DWELL 
. AMONG THOSE WHO 


RESPECT 


DO 


NOT 


THEM 


‘ V. 






rrf 'O -T J 

' '(• J - / 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SHUKMCHflRVfi COULD NOT 8 ERR 
TO SEE HIS BELOVED DAUGHTER* 
WEEP. 


COMPOSE YOURSELF, 
MY DAUGHTER.SHE 
WHO HAS HURT 
YOU WILL NOT 
GO UNPUNISHED. 




LEAVING DEV/)VAN/ IN THE 
: FOREST, SHUKRf)CH/)RYR LEFT 
FOR THE CRPfTRL OF THE f)SURf)S 


WHEN HE STOMPED INTO THE PRLRCE, KING 
VRlSHRPflRVf) GOT UP END RECEIVED HIM WITH 
THE RESPECT DUE TO f) PRECEPTOR. 


VRISHAPARVA, I HAVE N 
COME TO TELL YOU THAT 
I AM LEAVING YOUR > 
KINGDOM — NEVER 
TO RETURN. _ 


10 


YAYATI 
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IF THE RESPECTED SHUKRACHARYA 
REFUSES TO RETURN,WE ARE DOOMED. 
WHO ELSE WILL BRING THE ASURA5 
KILLED BY THE DEVAS BACK TO LIFE? 


AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


VfUSHAPftRVfi hND SHftRMISH Ttif) LEFT FOR THE FOREST 


N- 


)N’T WORRY, FATHER 
WE WILL GRATIFY 
DEVAYANI AND BRING 
THEM BACK. 



WHEN THEy REftCHED THE FOREST 

0 DEVAYANI, 

PLEASE FORGIVE 
SHARMISHTHA. 


v»- 



I WILL,ON ONE 
CONDITION. > 


ANYTHING 
YOU ASK FOR 
WILL BE 
GRANTED. 



SHARMISHTHA WITH 
A THOUSAND MAIDS 
SHOULD WAIT ON 
ME. SHE MUST 
FOLLOW ME 
WHEREVER I GC 



J 1 SHALL CHEERFULLY 


* DO SO, DEVAYANI. YOU 1# 
v AND YOUR REVERED a 
} FATHER MUST NOT /W/A 
T-Au LEAVE THE ASURAS-hH^ 
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YAYATI 



ft FEW DftVS LftTER,DEVftyftN/ WENT ONCE 
ftGft/N TO THE S/9A7£ FOREST WITH SHftRJAlSHTHft 
FIND THE OTHER. M ft IDS. 



CATCH 


7 1 

i / V 

r t 

. \ 

^ ME! 
1 

" ^ \ 

\ ! 

I 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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YAYATI 



MAY I KNOW 
YOUR NAMES 
FAIR ONES? 


YAYAT/ APPROACHED DEV AY AN/ AND SHARMI&HTHA . 






\\ 


\ 


_ 



?' ' 


I AM DEVAYANI, 
THE DAU6HTER OF 
SHUKRACHARYA. 

| AND 5 HE IS MY 
MAID, 

SHARMISHTHA. 



MAY I KNOW WHO 
YOU ARE AND WHA 
HAS BROUGHT YOU 
TO THESE PARTS? 


# X 

% 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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YAVATI 




DEVftyftN/ STEPPED FOPWEPD 


O FATHER,HE TOOK 
HOLD OF MY HAND WHEN 
v I WAS IN DISTRESS. 

YOU WILL 8E5TOW 
fk ME UPON HIM, /i 

WON'T YOU ? //< 



HOW CAN I BESTOW 
UPON ANOTHER,THE 
HAND WHICH THIS 
RAJARSHI HAS 

CLAIMED! 


r r\' ^ 

777/ 


1 1 I 


r / . 


' 9 ^ 

. «;?■ 

J A. * ' 


7»4 


■ ; 

N/ f 9 


























































































































































WHEN IT WAS TIME FOR THEM TO 
TAKE LEAVE OF SHUKRACHARNA - 


KEEP HER HAPPY. 
NEVER HURT HER 
. BY YOUR WORDS 
OR DEEDS. 


YAYATI, TAKE CARE OF 
DEVAYAN!.SHE IS 
DEARER TO ME 
THAN LIFE^^H 


I WILL, 
REVERED 
ONE. . 


I AS5URE 
YOU, I WON’T, 
HOLY ONE. . 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


A FEW DAYS LATER , YAYATI MARRIED DEVAYAN !. 



1^. • v \ 


JfiTTh v jM : 

•pi | ir' ^ #* 

• Ji 1 (r 


f 

V n m* 


YAYATI 



OUR QUEEN IS 
PRETTIER THAN 
. AN APSARA*! 


SHE WILL MAKE 
OUR KING HAPPY! 


YAYATI LEFT FOR. H/S CAPITAL WITH DEVAYAN /, SHARMtSHTHA 
AND TWO THOUSAND MAIDS.\ - 


YAYATFS SUBJECTS GAVE THEM A ROUSING WELCOME . 


* * 





HIS PALACE 


— • • 
• ^ m 


r ^ \ V 

f\r - ' 

• v i. i 


MY LORD, ALTHOUGH 
SHARMISHTHA HAS BEEN 
GIVEN TO ME AS A MAID, 
5HE IS LIKE A SISTER 
TO ME.PLEASE HAVE 
A PALACE BUILT 


HOW I 
GENEROUS , 
YOU ARE, 1 
DEVAYAN I!! 


FOR HER. 


% 


r 4 » 

nc 

I 

V, 


4 CELESTIAL NYMPH 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




DEVflYAN! LIVED HAPPILY WITH YAY ATI. 
TWO SONS WERE 80RN TO THEN) — 
YADU AND TURVASU. 


v 

' r . \Sr r 



WHILE PETURN IN6 , HE STRAYED 
INTO SHARMISHTHA’S GARDEN. 


WHO COULD THIS BEAUTIFUL 
ONE BE ? OH ! IT’S 
SHARMISHTHA! 
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YAYATI 


SHARP)fSH THA APPROACHED HIN1. 





/ 0 KING, I BEG YOU, 
ACCEPT IY\E AS YOUR 
WIFE AND ENABLE ME 
\T0 BECOME A MOTHER 
OF SONS AS BRAVE 
7yA AND ACCOMPLISHED 


AS 


YOU 



YAYATI WAS TAKEN ABACK . 


HOW CAN I, 
SHARMISHTHA? 
I AM MARRIED 
TO DEVAYANl. 


* 


OUR SCRIPTURES > 
ALLOW A KING TO 
MARRY MANY TIMES. 


#1 












; t ^ A 






i Y 






• T. 








* 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHV DO YOU HESITATE 
1 AAA LONELY AND 
UNPROTECTED.’YOU 
CAN BRING JOY AND 
SECURITY INTO MY 
LIFE. 


r IT IS MY 
DUTY TO 
ACCEPT HER 


O KING, I AAA A SLAVE OF 
DEVAYANI WHOSE MASTER 
YOU ARE.THEREFORE, 

I RIGHTFULLY BELONG 
TO YOU. ACCEPT ME. 




YAYATI HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO MARRY 
SHARM/SHTHA BY THE GANDHARVA* RITE. 



* mutual consent sanctified a gandharva marriage 


YAYATI 


DEVAYANI, HOWEVER , WAS UNAWARE OF ALL THIS. ONE DAY, A FEW YEARS LATER, 
SHE ACCOMPANIED YAYATI TO THE FOREST. 




S'S 


/ W STOP THE CHARIOT! 
■ THOSE boys! HOW 

MUCH THEY 


SUDDENLY 


me 


YOU 


RESEMBLE 


STRENGTH 
LOOKS! ^ 


IN 


AND 




V» 


k 


~ 




, 

*» v . * ■ n 


r* 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


JUST THEN SHARMISHTHA CAME THERE 

[ MOTHER! FATHER^) 
l 15 HERE TO SEE / 

v us. 


SHARMISHTHA ! 


\ 


■Yv 


%\u- 


/ 




i 


J 


*9 i 

V 1 


l n 


MY HUSBAND HAS 
MARRIED SHARMISHTHA 1 
WITHOUT MY KNOWLEDGE. 
THEY HAVE MADE A ^ 
FOOL OF ME. *_ ' 


o 


.s • 


t 




[J J 


s. 




!</-** 


/ 


/ 




,S 




'“vcf. 


r 


7 













DEVAVANt, HOWEVER,DID NOT STOP TILL SHE 
REACHED HER 
FATHER'S 
ASHRAM. 


FATHER, I’VE 
BEEN DECEIVED 
BY MY HUSBAND 


FATHER 


MY CHILD. 
WHAT’S THE 
MATTER? 


AND DEV AT AN I TOLD HER. 
STORY TO HER FATHER.. 


JUST THEN , YAYAT/ W//0 /HAD FOLLOWED HIS WIFE , CAME THERE 


f O KING,YOU HAD 
/ PROMISED ME YOU WOULD 
1 NOT HURT MY DAUGHTER 
> V BY YOUR WORDS OR 
DEEDS. YOU HAVE 
j^>P BROKEN YOUR , 

PROMISE. 


SINCE IT WAS THE CURSE OF 
YOUTH THAT PROMPTED YOU 
TO DO SO, MAY YOU LOSE 
YOUR YOUTH AND GROW~>*/ > 
OLD THIS MINUTE. 


YAYATI 




















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


me. /Vc a I nfll NU / r . n S/jnDFK/ rHAMSZF FAaac m/cD vm/un 



|vflVfl77 TRF. A7 BLED A 7" ~THE ~FATE I 
[ 7JWT HAO BEFALLEN HIM. I 

_ r 


“i 


t 



holy ONE, I HAVE, been 

REDUCED TO A STATE OF 
HELPLES5NES5 BY VO UR 
CURSE ! I CANNOT HUNT, 

I CANNOT PLAV AND 
THOUSANDS OF MY 
\ DESIRES REMAIN 

UNFULFILLED, 7’* 

Vv 


HOLY ONE, I IMPLORE 
YOU, TAKE BACK YOUR 
WORDS AND RESTORE 
MY YOUTH. 
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YAYATI 






/ ONE OF MY ^ 
DUTIFUL SONS 
WILL CERTAINLY 
OBLIGE ME.I’LL 
GO TO THEM THIS 
v VERY MOMENT. . 


AGE AND GIVE ME jL Z 
YOUR YOUTH FOR bZ 
A PERIOD OF A yC. 
V THOUSAND /(* 

fifev YEARS, y / 


HOW CAN I, FATHER? 

I HAVE MY OWN DREAMS 
AND AMBITIONS. HOW 
CAN I FULFIL MY 
DESIRES IF I GIVE UP 
MY YOUTH AND EMBRACE 

LD AGF ? 


I CANNOT REVOKE A 
CURSE, YAYATI. BUT IF 
ANYONE IS PREPARED 
TO OBLIGE YOU,YOU 
MAY EXCHANGE HIS 
YOUTH FOR YOUR 
OLD AGE. 


% 


"v" i 

if* •• 


& 


I 


• 


YAYAT/, /VOW /W PCD MAW RUSHED TO HIS CAPITAL AND SENT FOR HIS FIRST-BORN^ 


\A\A 






O YADU, MY 
DUTIFUL SON, 
TAKE MY OLD 



















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



NO, FATHER 
I WON’T. 


V/JY/9 77’S REQUEST WAS TURNED DOWN BY 
H/S NEXT THREE SONS AS WELL. AT LAST 
HE APPROACHED THE YOUNGEST. 


PURU,YOU ARE MY 
ONLY HOPE.OR WILL 
YOU ALSO... ^ 






n* 


s: 





THE NEXT MOMENT , YAYAT/ BECAME A 
YOUNG MAN AND PURU AN OLD ONE. 




SON, I WILL GIVE BACK 
YOUR YOUTH AFTER A 
THOUSAND YEARS. 

AND THEN YOU SHALL 
BE THE KING. ^ 



* 


YAYATI 























































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



A THOUSAND YEARS LATER, HE SENT FOR PURU 


SON,WITH YOUR YOUTH 
I’VE ENJOYED THE 
PLEASURES OF LIFE TO 
MY HEART’S CONTENT. 
YOU MAY TAKE IT SACK 


FATHER,WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO RETAIN 
MY YOUTH FOR 
ANOTHER THOUSAND 
YEARS ? PLEASE DO, 
IF YOU SO DESIRE. 


NO,PURU. I HAVE 
FOUND THAT DESIRES 
ARE NEVER GRATIFIED 
BY INDULGENCE. / 


ON THE OTHER HAND 
WITH INDULGENCE, 
THEY ONLY FLARE 
UP LIKE FIRE FED 
WITH LIBATIONS OF 
SACRIFICIAL GHEE” 




i V 




\ 

*s 

i 





/ 

M 


\ 



■ AND WENT TO THE FOREST WHERE HE BEGAN TO MEDITATE 
UPON BRAHMAN, THE ULTIMATE REALiry. I-—=: — 


“1 


wm 


. 'j v 

. ■*>« /-i 


YAYATI 


I SHALL SPEND 
THE REST OF MY 
DAYS IN MEDITATION 
TAKE BACK YOUR 
^ YOUTH. > 






AND THE NEXT MOMENT, PURU REGAINED HIS yOUTH AND YAYA 77 
HIS OLD AGE. HE INSTALLED PURU ON THE THRONE... 






































































































































































































